
Tax-Free Childcare Age 0-11 or 16 if disabled
The scheme gives eligible families 20% off childcare costs. You can open an online Tax-Free 
Childcare account and the Government adds 20p for every 80p you pay in. You can claim 
up to £2,000 per year (£4,000 if child is disabled). This can be used to pay for your approved 
childcare. For example, childminders, nurseries, before, after and holiday clubs.

Universal Credit and Childcare Age 0 - 16
You may be able to claim up to 85% of your childcare costs if you’re working and eligible for 
Universal Credit. This includes breakfast, after school and holiday clubs.

Funded childcare age eligibility guidance
To access funded childcare the child must be the eligible age on or before 31 March,  
31 August or 31 December to claim the following term.

Funded Childcare for Working Families of 9 months to 2 years olds
Working families of children aged 9 months to 2 years may be eligible for 15 hours a week of 
funded childcare for 38 weeks. Some childcare providers may be able to offer less hours a 
week over more weeks of the year.  
Apply: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-childcare-if-youre-working

Funded Childcare for Low Income Families of 2 year olds
Your child may be able to access 15 hours per week for 38 weeks of funded childcare if you are 
in receipt of certain benefits. Some childcare providers may be able to offer less hours a week 
over more weeks of the year. To check eligibility criteria and apply, please follow this link: 
https://bit.ly/FreeChildcarefor2yearold

Funded Childcare for 3 and 4 year olds
All 3 and 4 year old children are entitled to 15 hours per week for 38 weeks of funded early 
education. Some childcare providers may be able to offer less hours a week over more weeks 
of the year.

Additional entitlement for working families of 3 and 4 year olds
The entitlement provides an additional 15 hours for 38 weeks where parents are eligible. 
Some childcare providers may be able to offer less hours a week over more weeks of the year. 
Apply at: https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-childcare-if-youre-working

Care to Learn
This scheme can help with childcare costs while you study. You must be under 20 years old at 
the start of your course. To apply go to: https://www.gov.uk/care-to-learn

Childcare Calculator
Using the Childcare Calculator will find you the best offers available to you:  
https://www.gov.uk/childcare-calculator

Help paying for 
your childcare
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